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‘Scholarly, provocative but always 
well written and accessible,  
History Today is an essential read 
for all those gripped by the past.’ 
Tristram Hunt, Director, 
Victoria & Albert Museum
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The UK’s oldest and best-loved 
serious history monthly

Continuously published since 1951

Covers all aspects of history: from all 
periods, all regions and all topics

Publishes monthly feature articles, 
news, opinion and reviews
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MONGOL 
MOTHERS 
Women may be largely absent from traditional 
accounts of the Mongol conquests, but they 
played a crucial role in creating the largest of 
all land empires. Anne F. Broadbridge

Chabi, consort of Qubilai 
Khan, from the Album of 
Yuan Empress Portraits, 
Chinese, 13th century.
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pass through and project 
onto the opposite wall. 
He discovered that scenes 
and images from outside the 
camera obscura were turned 
upside down by passing 
through the pinhole. 

From his experiments, 
al-Haytham made two 
important conclusions, which 
he published along with his 
other fi ndings, in his seven-
volume treatise Kitab al-
Manazir, or ‘The Book of 
Optics’. His fi rst conclusion 
was that light travels in straight 
lines: ‘Vision perceives 
necessarily all the objects 
through supposed straight 
lines that spread themselves 
between the object and the 
central point of the sight.’ 
His second conclusion was 
that light comes from 
external sources.

This second fi nding was 
particularly important in 
debunking the prevailing 
theory of light at the time, 
which was proff ered by 
towering intellectual fi gures, 
such as Ptolemy, Galen and 
Euclid. It was believed that the 
eyes emitted beams of light 
onto objects, rendering them 
visible. This idea came to be 

known as the ‘extramission 
theory’ of light. What al-
Haytham proved with his 
camera obscura experiments 
was that light does not come 
from our eyes; rather, light 
comes from external sources 
that illuminate objects in our 
world: ‘Eyesight perceives the 
light and colour existing on the 
surface of the contemplated 
objects.’ As a result of these 
observations, along with the 
other fi ndings in the Kitab, 
al-Haytham is today widely 
regarded as the father of 
modern optics. 

After a decade of 
incarceration, al-Haytham was 
fi nally released following the 
caliph’s mysterious death in 
1021. This renewed sense of 
freedom aff orded al-Haytham 
the opportunity to further 
pursue his research. It is said 
that his total published output 
amounted to 200 books, 96 of 
which were scientifi c studies. 
Al-Haytham’s impressive 
contributions led the quantum 
physicist and popular science 
communicator Jim al-Khalili 
to view al-Haytham as more 
than just a pioneer in the 
science optics; for him, 
al-Haytham is also ‘the father 
of the modern scientifi c 
method’ for his insistence on 
the experimental scientifi c 
process. This he accomplished 
not just with his genius, 
but with the aid of luck and 
reckless daring. We do not 
just shed light on science 
metaphorically, but literally. 
After all, al-Haytham needed 
light, however small, while 
inside the darkened room to 
give birth to what we now call 
the scientifi c method.

Pippo Carmona is a biologist 
and historian of science.

present Aswan Low Dam, 
the fi rst such construction on 
the Nile, completed after four 
years of construction in 1902. 
Standing 36 metres high and 
almost 2,000 metres in length, 
it was only achieved by using 
all the methods and equipment 
of modern technology. 
Eleventh-century engineering 
simply stood no chance against 
the destructive power of the 
Nile. When al-Haytham 
realised how impossible his 
task was, it was too late; the 
caliph was already expecting 
success. Fearing the fatal 
reprisal that came with 
disappointing the monarch, 
al-Haytham feigned madness, 
hoping the caliph would 
consider his untenable plans 
to have been the result of his 
illness. To his great luck, it 
worked. The caliph spared his 
life, insisting only that al-
Haytham be held under strict 
house arrest in Cairo.

It was during his time in 
confi nement that al-Haytham 
made perhaps his greatest 
contribution to science. Free 
from the distractions of the 
world, he revolutionised the 
fi eld of optics by designing the 
fi rst experiment with a camera 
obscura (‘darkened chamber’). 
The phenomenon of the 
camera obscura was 
known, but it was not fully 
understood. Problemata, 
a fourth-century BC text 
attributed to Aristotle, asks: 
‘Why is it that when the sun 
passes through quadrilaterals, 
as for instance in wickerwork, 
it does not produce a fi gure 
rectangular in shape but 
circular?’ Al-Haytham 
experimented by making 
a pinhole, using the window 
shutters of a completely 
darkened room, for light to 

‘Al-Haytham is 
also the “the father 
of the modern 
scientifi c method” 
for his insistence on 
the experimental 
scientifi c process’
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Why are you a historian of the
Classical world?
Because I enjoy the creativity 
involved in piecing together 
fragments to create a bigger 
picture.

What’s the most important
lesson history has taught you?
That even the sharpest minds 
can be fl awed.

Which book has had the
greatest in� uence on you?
H.H. Scullard’s From the 
Gracchi to Nero. 

What book in your � eld 
should everyone read?
The History of Greek Vases by 
John Boardman.

Which moment would you
most like to go back to?
I’d love to have been with the 
Bishop of Verona when he 
came across Catullus’ poems in 
the tenth century.  

Which historian has had the
greatest in� uence on you?
Barbara Levick. She writes 
with such verve on the 
emperors of Rome and 
imperial women.

Which person in history would
you most like to have met?
I’d be disappointed if I didn’t 
meet Emperor Claudius in the 
afterlife.  

How many languages do 
you have?
I read Latin, Greek, French, 
German and Italian. 

What’s the most exciting � eld
in history today?
Maritime archaeology. 

What historical topic have
you changed your mind on?

The young Octavian – who 
became the Emperor Augustus 
– probably had more 
forethought than I used to give 
him credit for.

Which genre of history do
you like least?
Political ‘histories’ of the last 
few years. There is such a thing 
as too soon.

Is there a major historical
text you have not read?
I should really get round to 
reading Jerome’s biblical 
commentaries.

What’s your favourite
archive?
The Conway at the Courtauld 
Institute for Art History in 
London.

What’s the best museum?
Must I choose one? I can’t 
choose between Sir John 
Soane’s Museum and the 
British Museum.

Normans or Anglo-Saxons?
Anglo-Saxons.

Rome or Athens?
Rome.

Braudel or Gibbon?
Got to be Gibbon.

Michelangelo or Frida Kahlo?
Michelangelo. Just look at 
Phaëthon falling from the 
chariot.

What’s the most common
misconception about 
your � eld?
That it is the preserve of public 
schoolboys.

What will future generations
judge us most harshly for?
Our egocentrism.

ON THE 
SPOT
DAISY 
DUNN

Daisy Dunn is the author of Catullus’ 
Bedspread and The Poems of 
Catullus: A New Translation. Her 
Pliny: Life, Letters & Natural History 
in the Shadows of Vesuvius will be 
published by William Collins in May.

We ask 20 
questions of leading 
historians on why 
their research 
matters, one book 
everyone should 
read and their 
views on Edward 
Gibbon …
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ABOUT OUR 
READERS
Over 50,000 readers throughout 
the English-speaking world

14,300 paid subscribers, 2019 circulation 17,100

70% of our loyal subscribers have been readers 
for more than five years

Average age 57. Over 61% have household income 
in excess of £60,000

70% educated to degree standard or higher

HOLIDAY BREAKS AND VISITS
80% take two or more holiday a year

71% take regular weekend breaks

53% visit museums at least four times a year 
and 41% visit galleries as much

IN THE PAST YEAR
30% have taken special interest breaks

12% have been on study courses

25% have travelled to long-haul destinations

41% have stayed in self-catering accommodation

Source: readership survey October 2015
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ABOUT DIGITAL 
HISTORY TODAY
Our hugely popular website contains 
an unrivalled and ever-growing 
archive of over 12,000 articles  
dating back to 1951. The archive is  
a popular resource used by students, 
researchers and academics as well  
as history enthusiasts.

With over 1.1 million pageviews 
per month (over 945,000 unique 
users), History Today online has 
long been established itself as one 
of the finest resources for 
historical research on the 
internet.

Advertising on the newsletter and 
on our home page is the perfect way 
to reach this intelligent, engaged 
and motivated marketplace. See 
next page for rates and specifications.
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RATES

DISPLAY RATES
Space Dimensions (h × w) Rate
Cover positions 240 × 170mm (plus 3mm bleed) £2,500 

(213 × 140mm type area)
Full page 240 × 170mm (plus 3mm bleed) £1,850 

(213 × 140mm type area)
Half page 103 × 139mm £950
Half page vertical 213 × 68mm £950
Quarter page 103 × 68mm £450
Hi-res (300 dpi) PDF requested with crop marks and 3mm bleed 
if necessary. Images must be hi-res 

ONLINE RATES
Space Dimensions (h × w) Rate
Leaderboard 90  × 728 pixels £595 
web banner
MPU (sidebar) 250 × 300 pixels £500
E-newsletter box 350 × 550 pixels £350
Format: JPG, SWF, GIF. Maximum file weight 40k; 
recommended animation length 15 seconds 

LOOSE INSERTS
Item Rate
8,500 UK subscribers (A5, under 10g) £50 per th
9,800 UK newsstand £45 per th
Inserts specifications and rates for heaver inserts rates on application
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All advertising enquiries: 
Lisa Martin 
t. 0208 658 0477
m. 07958 559613
e. l.martin@historytoday.com

TERMS 
The right to decline or omit any advertisement is reserved and all copy  
is subject to approval. Advertisements are accepted only on the condition 
that the advertisement does not in any way contravene the provisions  
of the Trade Descriptions Act. Cancellations must be made eight weeks 
prior to publication date. Payment is required within 28 days of invoice. 
Any special positions must be requested at the time of booking.  
Exclusivity is not available.

CONTACTS5




