Ronald Kowalski and Dilwyn Porter

place a famous series of football matches into

the context of sports history, politics and

international relations.

from the world game, having withdrawn - :
" cerned- the  decision o send Moscow

. from FIFA (the International Federation
" Football Association) in 1928 and turned
their backs on the World Cup. There had
been no previous sporting contact with
the Soviet Union at any level. Though its
propaganda boasted of progress in sport
aunder socialism, the Soviets had shawn

very little inclination to put this to. the test. ._
1 international competition: All - this
_added to Dynamo’s mystique and helped -

0- generate enormous interest in the
matches they played against Chelsea,
Cardiff City, Arsenal and Rangers.

As far as the Sowet Umo . Was co

Dynamo to fly the ﬂag i Britain was
highly political. Dynamo were the cur-
rent champions but they were also closely
associated with the NKVD, Stalin's secret
police, and its chief, Beria, who. used
ruthless methods. to advance Dynamo’s
cause: . Star players from- - Mosco

- Torpedo; Dynamo 5 prmClpal r' rals

been sent to the Gulag on trumped—up
Charges in 1942, clearing the way for his
favourites, There is some evidenbe to Su p
gest that Dynamo players who underpe
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Centre~for.W_
Everton -for:

tors went behmd befo
-closing minutes. Thet

'._'Dy'nam_O_W.Oh' 4-3 b__u*t in f'a_rc'icéi ':ei_ftumstances, fog having

_des_cend__ed_ befo rej_the_ kick-off. Et _w'as"_ , wrote the Daily Mail, *... one_ |

The Arsenal and Rangers matches
o In these circumstances the rnatch agamst
. Arsenal then the most famous of English
o 'clubs abroad assumed A spec1al 51gn_1ﬁ

':arrned forces Arsenals manager had
genume problem in assembhng a tea.m :
~He borrowed players from other clubs A
_ E -'Common expedaent in the ﬁrst post—war
--séason. Dynamo protested loudly whenit."
liwas announced that - the" "guests’ WOII].C}L-::'
include Matthews and Meortensen, -both:
- current IEngland - mternatronals “As. the'
- ajtute. Rous observed later they Wanted
Moscow and _the WOt
as ot the' Arsenal- they were playmg v
S -Dynamo Were : taklng OuE-‘anl -insurance
7 poliey: I they logt, it -would- bé no-dis- -
" grace to have been beaten by ‘England’; if - -
- they drew or-won, the prestige of Soviet
- foothall- would advance by leaps and '
- bounds. :

: 'ﬁrmed the 1ntenuon to:: adhere to therr :
B agreed schedule. It would nat have: madef i
~sense to. put hard won propaganda gams '.
Coa rlsk in such a rnatch '

- Dynamo won 4- 3 but in farcical cir-

v cumstances fog havmg descended before
the kick-off. ‘Tt was’, wrote the Daily Mail,-

one’ of ‘the - most exc1t1ng games

4,000 people “have ‘mever seen’.. The

Yl sveather and some indifferent refereeing
- contributed to: an ill-tempered . game.”

‘Ronniée Rooke, ‘Arsenal’s. centre-forward,
~ borrowed from Fulham; complained that
. he had been on the Wrong end of several
- Tate tackles by Semichasmyi;. Yakushin,
i Dynamo s coach, complamed m turn. that.
the Enghsh ‘had been: unspornng The: -

.'post rnatch atmosphere may  have beeni:__
~sour but there ‘is no doubt. that this vic: "
T tory was espec1a11y sweet for Dynamo and: -
~ o for the propagandlsts back home: Soviet”
g newspapers referred to Arsenal as.if they.
. were the English natlonal tearn, o
' Controversy fo]lowed Dynamo o
"Glasgow. - for' their’ ﬁnal rnatch against "
.. .Rangers, though they rnade some- effort
“ o cultivate local goodwill: by wsmng ‘the:

' 'Clyde shlpyards ‘The'.majot: pre match
- Uargument.” concerned Jimfry- . Caskie,
P '51gned by Rangess from Everton two days
- _before the ganie, Dynamo simply refused’
" to” play if  Caskie : was’ included.” With

 ofthe mo_g'_f_ex_c'iting"g'a'm_e; 54,000 people have never seen”

':9_0',:‘00'{):- tickets already sold, Rangers
';.capi_tu_lat_ed. By this stage of the tour--
”4B_ritish" press coverage had become’”
: : no_tice_ably more hostile. The ‘mysterious’
" Rugsians had been transformed by the
"Daily Mail-into the ‘silent’ Russians who
,'h_ad_ ‘nothing to say — even through their
interpreters’. They were much criticised -
or what the Daily Mirror called their ‘Greta . - [
arbo. act’. Like the famous Hollywood: *-

gl o nc Screaming: An Oral History of Football

ta'r"th'ey’ just wanted to be left alone:

"“when, for a few minutes; the visitors had -
" twelye, players on the field; -the referee -
being unfamiliar with the ‘foreign’ prac—: :
ice of substitution. Rangers’ second-half- .
_'perforrnance carned thern a draw; though
-the " visitors - were. handrcapped by am:’
“injury-to. 'Tiger': ' Khomich, their: goai—= Sa
~keeper. Dynamo, like many away sides at -
‘Ibrox before and since, vigorously dis-
_puted the penalty award that led to

Rangers’ late equaliser.

Results of the tour
Dynamo returned home undefeated.

Their success was assiduously exploited .
by the Soviet regime for home consump-
tion. Special film reports were prepared’
- for cinema distribution across the coun- -
try. Krasnyi sport, the leading sports paper,” -
“observed that the tour had been ‘a tri- -
* umph for our school of football, which is-
- based on collectivism, organisation and:
~-the unbending will for victory, the char--
' .acteristic quatities of the Soviet man’, The "
.i_mpa_ct of this barrage of publicity; espe- -
ci__al_ly on those who did not count- them-" .-
“.selves amongst the supporters- of- théf

‘gorodviki’ (‘the secret pohcernen)
impossible to assess. C

" What impact did they rnake on thelr :
“hosts? The quality of Dynamo's perfor-
" mances was sufficient to disturb, for a -
“time, the complacency of Britain’s foot=:
" ball industry and those who ran'it: Some
" football writers of a leftish. inclination;™ . §
"notably Clifford Webb inthe Daily: Herald;, ;
““believed  that there were lessons: to.-be  {jgs;
" learned: from the ‘scientific” approach to - Sx
“"diet and- training from-which Dynamo " {ji§
~appeared to benefit, But it required more” - B

: Ronald Kowalskl and Dilwyn Porter,

- The match itself was a very phy31ca15'f-
ncounter, with Rangers ~responding
:;ro_bus_tly after Dynamo had taken a two-:
‘goal lead. An element of farce inouded . s
. shocks at internatiomal level, "adminis- - L

. garne

“‘seen, and the crowd the brggest ever =
_'-'__':was probably a more relizble WIETIESS. b
" Such memories ensured that Dynamo S '_
.place in British football' folklore was - S
secure, : L IR
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tered by Fire in 1949, the United States i . .

1950, and, especially, Hungary in. 1953,7 .
before England began to adopt a rnore- pare

technocratlc approach to- the natlonal

As for Brlnsh Sov1et relatlons there 15_}' R
little to suggest that Dynamo'’s visit made’ -
any difference. Sport, however high the - -
stakes may appear to be, is not the real
substance of international relations; -
Opinion polis suggested that the British .~
public became less sympathetic towards ©

the Soviets after 1945 but, as East-West: -
relations were deteriorating generally, it -
would be- simplistic to ‘artribuge this- to

 football. Some, like George Orwell, tooka .
- pessimistic view, claiming that the tour. 7o

had created ‘fresh animosities on both =
sides’. But he was not a man of the ter- .
races and took an exaggerated view of :
‘the vicious passions which football pro--.
vokes’. The London  window-cleaner,” - .~
happy to talk to John Moynihan about his; T
afternoon- out at Stamford Bridge — ‘he
said it wasthe greatest match he had erer':'.:
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